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Sir : 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and without any 
assertion as to materiality or prior art effect, the 
documents listed on the attached Form PTO-144 9 are hereby 
cited. 

Documents AA and AE-AR on the attached List were cited 
in the International Search Report (copy attached) . 
Documents AG and AA were cited in the International Search 
Report as family members of Document AF. Documents AI-AK 
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were cited as family members of Document AH. Document AM 
was cited as a family member of Document AL. Documents AQ 
and AP were cited as family members of Document AP . 

Document AE was also cited in the specification, on 
pages 2-4, 31-33, 39-40, and 42, and its relevance is 
indicated therein. 

Applicants' Japanese representative has provided the 
attached comments regarding the relevance of Documents AS 
and AT. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MWS : sjk 




Mitchell W. Sha] 
Reg. No. 31,568 



Miles & Stockbridge P.C. 
1751 Pinnacle Drive, Suite 500 
McLean, Virginia 22102-3833 
(703) 903-9000 



July 11, 2005 
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COMMENTS ON DOCUMENT AL (WO 99/08920) 
Figure shows an arrangement which comprises an outer 
tube, an inner shaft, balls are supported elastically 
between the outer tube and the inner shaft. 

COMMENTS ON DOCUMENT AM (EP 1167790) 
In view of abstract and figure, balls are disposed 
between an outer tube and an inner shaft. 
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